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Welcome to the latest edition of the Binley Woods Parish Council Newsletter; the
first following the local elections in May when a new Parish Council was ‘elected’
(more of that later).

Binley Woods Library
As many of you will be aware, our library is under threat. Warwickshire County
Council has just completed the consultation period on their proposal to close the
library and the some residents of the village are not taking this lying down. Over 700
of you signed a petition organised by the WI and some of us have formed a Steering
Group in an attempt to take over the running of the library by the community.
Perhaps some of you are asking “what library?” Well, it’s on the corner of Monks
Road and Birchwood Road and here’s what it looks like…

Why not pop in next time you are passing? You might just find something of interest
on the shelves.

The Future of the Library
Whilst the County Council will make the final decision on what form of library facility
we end up with in Binley Woods, the future is to a large extent in your hands:
1. The preferred option is to keep the existing library open. However WCC has
made it very clear that this will only happen if it does not cost too much. That is,
the library can be staffed by volunteers and the costs of running the building
can be recovered by using it for other purposes when the library is not open.
2. The fall-back option is to re-house the library in alternative premises; the
Morrison Room at the rear of the Village Hall is about the only potential
candidate. Again. WCC would only accept this option if the costs were kept to a
minimum through the use of volunteers to staff the library.
3. The do-nothing option is to not have a library facility in the village and to rely
upon a mobile library. Whilst WCC has not been specific over the mobile library
service we could expect, we know that they are planning to cut the number of
mobile library vans in use throughout the county from five to three and that
those three vans will have to support even more communities as other libraries
close across the county. We might be reduced to something like a two-hour
visit once a month.
If the Steering Group gets its way, we would like to see Option 1 or Option 2 and we
have recently submitted proposals to WCC to that effect. However, if we all sit back
and simply let events take their course, we will certainly end up with Option 3.

How Can You Help?
If you want to see some form of library in the village, there are a number of ways in
which you can help…
Do you have experience of running or working in a library? If so the Steering
Group would welcome your expertise.
Would you like to join the Steering Group? If you have organisational, financial,
legal, marketing or management expertise and can spare a couple of hours a month,
then we would love to hear from you.
Would you be prepared to give up a few hours of your time each week to help
staff the library? No experience is necessary as full training will be given.
Would you be prepared to become a Friend of Binley Woods Library to help
raise funds? For a small membership fee of £2.50 per person or £5 per household,
we could cover a proportion of the on-going costs of running a community library.
Would you be interested in hiring the existing library premises for a few hours
each week? If you are thinking of starting yoga classes, a nursery group, homework
club, senior citizens club, chiropody clinic or something similar then the library could
be ideal. If you are a commercial enterprise looking for office / meeting room space
in the village then we may be able to accommodate you.
If you can help with any of the above, please contact Paul Salisbury on 02476
542340 or Ken Short on 02476 540422, or e-mail editor.bwpc@btinternet.com.

Parish Council Elections
Two councillors stood down at the May election: Joan Feetenby and Doug
Hodkinson. We would like to thank Joan and Doug for their hard work and
commitment to the Parish Council over many years and we wish them well for the
future. Two residents put themselves forward for election, but as this only resulted in
nine candidates (the Parish Council can have up to ten members) the remaining
seven existing councillors and the two new councillors were elected unopposed.
Our two new Parish Councillors are Ken Crawley and Liz Johnson and we welcome
them to the Council. We asked them to pen a few words of introduction…
Ken wrote: "I’ve lived in Binley Woods since 1997 and I am the person behind
‘Binley Woods On-line’ which I launched in 2003.
Most of my working life has been in transport, firstly as a scheduler and planner with
the former bus operator, West Midlands PTE in Coventry where I designed the
‘Coventry Easyrider’ accessible bus network. In 1985 I joined Coventry Social
Services as Transport Manager. In 1992, I became involved in planning the
contracting processes needed for them to buy care services under the 1993
‘Community Care’ changes. Subsequently, my role developed and by the time I left
at the end of 1999, I was the Commissioning Officer for Older Peoples Services.
After a period as area manager with a private ‘Housing with Care’ provider, I decided
to return to the transport sector. I am a freelance web designer and, since 2008, I
have also been working as a part-time bus driver with Travel de Courcey.
I hope to be able to use my knowledge of transport, the caring services and local
government to the benefit of Binley Woods through my membership of the Parish
Council."
Liz wrote: “I have lived in Binley
Woods with my family since 1979. I
worked in the local hardware store
for 4 - 5 years and gave up my
career in ladies fashion to bring up
my grandchildren.
I am looking forward to using my
experience and knowledge of the
village to play an active part on the
Binley Woods Parish Council.”
Following the election, we are still
one councillor short of our full
complement. If you are interested
and would like further information,
please contact the Clerk of the
Council, John Cook, on 01788
521046 or the Chairman, Paul
Salisbury, 02476 542340.

We would like to thank ‘Klint’ for Binley Woods’
contribution to the royal wedding celebrations
on the graffiti wall in the back field. William and
Kate are reported to be over the moon and Klint
can expect an OBE in the post.

Parish Plan
We have previously appealed for residents and local groups to work together to
produce a Parish Plan. The plan would form a framework for what we would like to
be available in our village over the next few years. It could help stop large
developments; prevent the loss of existing facilities; be used to put pressure on
getting better facilities for the elderly and youngsters; and create a better
environment within Binley Woods. Indeed, had a Parish Plan been in existence at
the start of the year, it might have even helped save our library.
Sadly, very few residents showed any interest in the Parish Plan and this has left the
Parish Council with something of a dilemma:
•

Do we push ahead with just those people who have come forward and
potentially end up with an inferior Parish Plan that is not representative of the
community as a whole?

•

Or do we just abandon it?

If we decide to go ahead with a Parish Plan we may well test the water by holding a
public meeting in the village hall and this will be widely advertised in the village.
Once again, it’s up to you. The only way that Binley Woods can achieve a
meaningful Parish Plan is by working together as a community. If you can help or
would like further information, please contact Council Chairman Paul Salisbury on
02476 542340 or Councillor Ken Short on 02476 540422.
Binley Woods Parish Council Information
The Parish Council meets in the Morrison Room of the Binley Woods Village Hall at 7.30pm.
Meetings are usually held on the third Wednesday of the month, but this may vary at
Christmastime and during the summer holiday period.
Members of the public are welcome to attend Parish Council meetings. There is a standing
agenda item at the start of each meeting where members of the public can raise concerns
and ask questions.
Meetings are advertised on the Parish Council noticeboards around the village. Minutes of
previous meetings are available from the library and our website: www.binleywoods.org.
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